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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a Non-Final Rejection in response to the RCE filed on 05/22/2007, and 
Amendments filed 05/22/2007. 

Claims 19-38 are pending and rejected in this action. Applicant has cancelled 
claims 1-18, and adds claims 19-38. 

Effective filing date 11/30/2000. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
05/22/2007 has been entered. 
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Claims Rejections - 35 U.S.C. 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 34-35 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipate by Hill et 
al. US006023714A filed 04/24/1997 [hereinafter Hill]. 

Regarding independent claim 34, Hill teaches: 

A method for conditioning content for presentation at a processing 
device, 

(See Hill Column 2, Lines 15-20, teaching a method for dynamically formatting a 
document based upon the capabilities and constraints of a particular output device.) 

the method comprising the steps of: determining a containing 
profile; selecting a content profile associated with the device, 
the content profile including at least one operation. 

(See Hill Fig. 2 and Column 9, Lines 15-20, discloses selecting a style sheet based 
upon the capabilities of the display device. The style sheet defines values for the 
properties of the HTML elements used in the document. 
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Also, see Hill at Column 9, Lines 25-35, teaching the layout generator 212 
interrogates the display device 200 and selects a style sheet 214a, 214b . . . 214n 
based upon the capabilities of the display device 200. The capabilities of the display 
device may include resolution, size and color palette. The capabilities may also include 
user-defined browser parameters, such as the size of browser window and the browser 
font size. By including any user-defined browser parameters, the document may be 
adapted to both the display device and the browser. It is noted the claimed the content 
profile including at least one operation is the layout generator 212 interrogates the 
display device 200 and selects a style sheet as taught by Hill.) 

generating a conditioned document for presentation at the device by 
applying the content profile to a received document containing content; 
selecting a stylesheet associated with the device; and applying the 
stylesheet to the conditioned document to present an output in an audibly- 
perceptible manner using a speaker associated with the device. 
(See Hill Fig. 2 and Column 9, Lines 15-20, discloses selecting a style sheet based 
upon the capabilities of the display device. The style sheet defines values for the 
properties of the HTML elements used in the document. 

Also, see Hill at Column 9, Lines 25-35, teaching the layout generator 212 
interrogates the display device 200 and selects a style sheet 214a, 214b . . . 214n 
based upon the capabilities of the display device 200. The capabilities of the display 
device may include resolution, size and color palette. The capabilities may also include 
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user-defined browser parameters, such as the size of browser window and the browser 
font size. By including any user-defined browser parameters, the document may be 
adapted to both the display device and the browser. It is noted the claimed the content 
profile including at least one operation is the layout generator 212 interrogates the 
display device 200 and selects a style sheet as taught by Hill. 

Also, see Hill Column 9, Lines 15-20, discloses to the monitor, personal 
computers typically include other peripheral output devices, such as speakers. ) 

Regarding claim 35, Hill teaches: 

wherein said content profile includes at least one operation for 
conditioning data on the device., 

(See Hill Column 2, Lines 15-20, teaching a method for dynamically formatting a 
document based upon the capabilities and constraints of a particular output device. 

Also, see Hill at Column 9, Lines 15-20, discloses selecting a style sheet based 
upon the capabilities of the display device. The style sheet defines values for the 
properties of the HTML elements used in the document.) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 19-33, and 36-38, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable by Hill et al. US006023714A filed 04/24/1997 [hereinafter Hill], in view 
of Jamtgaard et al. US006430624B1 - filed 02/14/2000 [hereinafter Jamtgaard]. 

Regarding independent claim 19, Hill teaches: 

A method for conditioning content for presentation at a processing 
device, 

(See Hill Column 2, Lines 15-20, teaching a method for dynamically formatting a 
document based upon the capabilities and constraints of a particular output device.) 

the method comprising the steps of: obtaining a document 
containing content; 

(See Hill Fig. 2 and Column 9, Lines 15-20, teaching the client renders a document 210 
obtained from a remote storage device on an output device 200 coupled to the client 
204 using a presentation component, such as a browser 206.) 
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selecting a content profile associated with the device, the content 
profile including at least one operation. 

(See Hill Fig. 2 and Column 9, Lines 15-20, discloses selecting a style sheet based 
upon the capabilities of the display device. The style sheet defines values for the 
properties of the HTML elements used in the document. 

Also, see Hill at Column 9, Lines 25-35, teaching the layout generator 212 
interrogates the display device 200 and selects a style sheet 214a, 214b . . . 214n 
based upon the capabilities of the display device 200. The capabilities of the display 
device may include resolution, size and color palette. The capabilities may also include 

r 

user-defined browser parameters, such as the size of browser window and the browser 
font size. By including any user-defined browser parameters, the document may be 
adapted to both the display device and the browser. It is noted the claimed the content 
profile including at least one operation is the layout generator 212 interrogates the 
display device 200 and selects a style sheet as taught by Hill. 

selecting a stylesheet associated with the device; and applying the 
stylesheet to the conditioned document to generate an output suitable for 
presentation at the device. 

(See Hill Fig. 2 and Column 9, Lines 15-20, discloses selecting a style sheet based 
upon the capabilities of the display device. The style sheet defines values for the 
properties of the HTML elements used in the document. 
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Also, see Hill at Column 9, Lines 25-35, teaching the layout generator 212 
interrogates the display device 200 and selects a style sheet 214a, 214b . . . 214n 
based upon the capabilities of the display device 200. The capabilities of the display 
device may include resolution, size and color palette. The capabilities may also include 
user-defined browser parameters, such as the size of browser window and the browser 
font size. By including any user-defined browser parameters, the document may be 
adapted to both the display device and the browser. It is noted the claimed the content 
profile including at least one operation is the layout generator 212 interrogates the 
display device 200 and selects a style sheet as taught by Hill. 
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In addition Hill does not expressly teach, but Jamtgaard teaches: 

invoking said at least one operation to generate a conditioned 
document having only a summarized text portion of original text of said 
content; 

(As taught by Jamtgaard at col. 13, lines 19-45, i.e. FIG. 10 is a diagram of the layout 
engine 42, formats a content source for a specific device's screen and inherent 
capabilities. The layout engine 42 may include the content cutter 72, cuts all the content 
of format and content classes not appropriate for the specific device from the received 
HTML page to dynamically devises an optimal layout and navigation structure for the 
particular device 15. For example, an atomic may be a paragraph of text, a heading, a 
link to a news story, a picture, etc. Atomics may be grouped together to reveal 
relationships between them. Groups may be nested to form a complex relational 
hierarchy. These groups can be placed on cards so that customized presentation pages 
can be transmitted to a device 15. 
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Also, see Jamtgaard Fig. 18A-B and Column 17, Line 65 -» Column 18, Line 25, 
teaching the atomic state of the portion of the text item 291b is compatible with that the 
title portion item 291a so the atomic item 291b is added to the current pane, depending 
on the target device screen size capability as shows in Fig. 18A-B. 

Using the broadest reasonable interpretation, the Examiner equates the claimed 
only a summarized text portion as the content cutter 72, cuts all the content of format 
and content classes not appropriate for the specific device from the received HTML 
page to dynamically devises an optimal layout and navigation structure for the particular 
device 15. For example, an atomic may be a paragraph of text, a heading, a link to a 
news story, a picture, etc as shows in Fig. 10, 15, and 18 of Jamtgaard.) 
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It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified teaching of Hill, to include a means of invoking 
said at least one operation to generate a conditioned document having only a 
summarized text portion of original text of said content as taught by Jamtgaard. 'One of 
ordinary skill would be motivated to combine a method for dynamically formatting a 
document based upon the capabilities and constraints of a particular output device of 
Hill with the layout engine of Jamtgaard, which includes the content cutter, cuts all the 
content of format and content classes not appropriate for the specific device from the 
received HTML page to dynamically devises an optimal layout and navigation structure 
for the particular device 15. For example, an atomic may be a paragraph of text, a 
heading, a link to a news story, a picture, etc. Atomics may be grouped together to 
reveal relationships between them to achieve the predictable result, such as 
dynamically formatting a document based upon the capabilities and constraints of a 
particular output device (See Hill at Column 2, Lines 5-10).) 

Regarding independent claim 30, 

is directed to a computer couple to the memory for storing a portion of a 
content profile and to perform the method of claim 19, which cites above, and is 
similarly rejected under the same rationale (See Hill Column 4, Lines 40-65). 
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Regarding claim 20, Hill does not teach, but Jamtgaard teaches: 

wherein the obtained document comprises an extensible mark-up 
language document. 

(See Jamtgaard at col. 4 lines 10-15, discloses the system permits content in a variety 
of different formats, such as HTML, XML, raw data, etc., to be input into the system and 
then permits the content to be output in a variety of different output formats and 
protocols, such as WML, HTML, HDML, XML. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified teaching of Hill, to include a means of obtained 
document comprises an extensible mark-up language document as taught by 
Jamtgaard. One of ordinary skill would be motivated to substitute XML of Jamtgaard 
with the markup language of Hill to achieve the predictable result, such as dynamically 
formatting a document based upon the capabilities and constraints of a particular output 
device (See Hill at Column 2, Lines 5-10).) 

Regarding claim 21, Hill does not teach, but Jamtgaard teaches: 
selecting a schema associated with the device. 

(See Jamtgaard at col. 4 lines 10-15, discloses the system permits content in a variety 
of different formats, such as HTML, XML, raw data, etc., to be input into the system and 
then permits the content to be output in a variety of different output formats and 
protocols, such as WML, HTML, HDML, XML. 
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It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified teaching of Hill, to include a means of selecting a 
schema associated with the device as taught by Jamtgaard. One of ordinary skill would 
be motivated to combine a method for dynamically formatting a document based upon 
the capabilities and constraints of a particular output device of Hill with the different 
schema (i.e. such as WML, HTML, HDML, XML) of Jamtgaard to achieve the 
predictable result, such as dynamically formatting a document based upon the 
capabilities and constraints of a particular output device (See Hill at Column 2, Lines 5- 
10).) 



Regarding claim 22, Hill does not teach, but Jamtgaard teaches: 

invoking step and schema applying step are implemented in a 
content conditioner element of the processing device, 

(See Jamtgaard at col. 4 lines 10-15, discloses the system permits content in a variety 
of different formats, such as HTML, XML, raw data, etc., to be input into the system and 
then permits the content to be output in a variety of different output formats and 
protocols, such as WML, HTML, HDML, XML. Using the broadest reasonable 
interpretation, the Examiner reads the claimed content conditioner element of the 
processing device as equivalent to be input into the system and then permits the 
content to be output in a variety of different output formats and protocols as taught by 
Jamtgaard. 
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It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified teaching of Hill, to include a means of invoking 
step and schema applying step are implemented in a content conditioner element of the 
processing device as taught by Jamtgaard. One of ordinary skill would be motivated to 
combine a method for dynamically formatting a document based upon the capabilities 
and constraints of a particular output device of Hill with the different schema (i.e. such 
as WML, HTML, HDML, XML) of Jamtgaard to achieve the predictable result, such as 
dynamically formatting a document based upon the capabilities and constraints of a 
particular output device (See Hill at Column 2, Lines 5-10).) 

Regarding claim 23, 

the rejection of claim 22 is fully incorporated. 
In addition, Hill teaches: 

content conditioner element of a server, which stores at least a 
portion of the obtained document. 

(See Hill Column 3, Lines 1-10, teaching the layout generator may be executed by the 
server in the server-controlled embodiment; where the server sends the document and 
the selected style sheet to the client and the client renders the document on the output 
device using the selected style sheet. 

Also, see Hill Column 4, Lines 25-30, teaching program modules may be located 
in both local and remote memory storage devices. 
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Also, see Hill Column 9, Lines 10-15, teaching the system includes a client 204 
and a server 208. The client may be the personal computer 20 and the server may be 
the remote computer 49.) 

Regarding claim 24, Hill teaches the layout generator may be executed by the server 
in the server-controlled embodiment, where the server sends the document and the 
selected style sheet to the client and the client renders the document on the output 
device using the selected style sheet (See Hill Column 3, Lines 1-10), 

Hill does not teach, but Jamtgaard teaches: 

wherein the applying step is implemented in an extensible stylesheet 
language engine element of the processing device. 

(See Jamtgaard at col. 6, lines 35-50, teaching XSL rules used by the XML engine 46 
for converting XHTML pages into RML (Relational Markup Language).) 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified teaching of Hill, to include a means of applying 
step is implemented in an extensible stylesheet language engine element of the 
processing device as taught by Jamtgaard. One of ordinary skill would be motivated to 
combine a method for dynamically formatting a document based upon the capabilities 
and constraints of a particular output device of Hill with the different schema, and style 
sheet (i.e. such as WML, HTML, HDML, XML) of Jamtgaard to achieve the predictable 
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result, such as dynamically formatting a document based upon the capabilities and 
constraints of a particular output device (See Hill at Column 2, Lines 5-10). 

Regarding claim 25, 

the rejection of claims 23-24 are fully incorporated. 

Regarding claim 26, 

Hill does not expressly teach, but Jamtgaard teaches: 

wherein the content profile specifies a percentage of an amount of 
original text associated with the obtained document that is to be presented 
at the device. 

(As taught by Jamtgaard at col. 13, lines 19-45, i.e. FIG. 10 is a diagram of the layout 
engine 42, formats a content source for a specific device's screen and inherent 
capabilities. The layout engine 42 may include the content cutter 72, cuts all the content 
of format and content classes not appropriate for the specific device from the received 
HTML page to dynamically devises an optimal layout and navigation structure for the 
particular device 15. For example, an atomic may be a paragraph of text, a heading, a 
link to a news story, a picture, etc. Atomics may be grouped together to reveal 
relationships between them. Groups may be nested to form a complex relational 
hierarchy. These groups can be placed on cards so that customized presentation pages 
can be transmitted to a device 15. 
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Also, see Jamtgaard Fig. 18A-B and Column 17, Line 65 -> Column 18, Line 25, 
teaching the atomic state of the portion of the text item 291b is compatible with that the 
title portion item 291a so the atomic item 291b is added to the current pane, depending 
on the target device screen size capability as shows in Fig. 18A-B. 

Using the broadest reasonable interpretation, the Examiner equates the claimed 
specifies a percentage of an amount of original text as the content cutter 72, cuts all the 
content of format and content classes not appropriate for the specific device from the 
received HTML page to dynamically devises an optimal layout and navigation structure 
for the particular device 15. For example, an atomic may be a paragraph of text, a 
heading, a link to a news story, a picture, etc as shows in Fig. 10, 15, and 18 of 
Jamtgaard.) 
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It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified teaching of Hill, to include a means of invoking 
said at least one operation to generate a conditioned document having specifies a 
percentage of an amount of original text associated with the obtained document that is 
to be presented at the device as taught by Jamtgaard. One of ordinary skill would be 
motivated to combine a method for dynamically formatting a document based upon the 
capabilities and constraints of a particular output device of Hill with the layout engine of 
Jamtgaard, which includes the content cutter, cuts all the content of format and content 
classes not appropriate for the specific device from the received HTML page to 
dynamically devises an optimal layout and navigation structure for the particular device 
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1 5. For example, an atomic may be a paragraph of text, a heading, a link to a news 
story, a picture, etc. Atomics may be grouped together to reveal relationships between 
them to achieve the predictable result, such as dynamically formatting a document 
based upon the capabilities and constraints of a particular output device (See Hill at 
Column 2, Lines 5-10). 

Regarding claim 27, Hill teaches: 

wherein the output is presented in a visually-perceptible manner on a 
display of the device. 

(See Hill Fig. 2 and Column 9, Lines 15-20, discloses selecting a style sheet based 
upon the capabilities of the display device. The style sheet defines values for the 
properties of the HTML elements used in the document.) 

Regarding claim 28, Hill teaches: 

wherein the output is presented in an audibly-perceptible manner 
using a speaker associated with the device. 

(See Hill Column 9, Lines 15-20, discloses to the monitor, personal computers typically 
include other peripheral output devices, such as speaker.) 
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Regarding claim 29, Hill teaches: 

wherein the processing device is selected from the group consisting 
of a desktop or portable personal computer, a personal digital assistant, a 
wireless telephone, and an Internet-enabled television. 

(See Hill Column 9, Lines 15-20, discloses to the monitor, personal computers typically 
include other peripheral output devices.) 

Regarding claim 31, Hill teaches: 

wherein said content profile includes at least one operation and 
parameter for conditioning data on the device. 

(See Hill at Column 9, Lines 25-35, teaching the layout generator 212 interrogates the 
display device 200 and selects a style sheet 214a, 214b . . . 214n based upon the 
capabilities of the display device 200. The capabilities of the display device may include 
resolution, size and color palette. The capabilities may also include user-defined 
browser parameters, such as the size of browser window and the browser font size. By 
including any user-defined browser parameters, the document may be adapted to both 
the display device and the browser.) 

Regarding claim 32, 

is directed to a device said at least invoked by an executable program 
instruction to perform the method of claim 19 which cites above, and is similarly 
rejected under the same rationale (See Hill Column 4, Lines 40-65). 
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Regarding claim 33, 

the rejection of claims 19 and 21 are fully incorporated. 

Regarding claims 36 and 37, 

Hill does not expressly teach, but Jamtgaard teaches: 
wherein the method includes invoking said operation to generate a 
conditioned document having only a portion of said content, wherein said 
conditioned document has only a portion of original text of said content. 

(As taught by Jamtgaard at col. 13, lines 19-45, i.e. FIG. 10 is a diagram of the layout 
engine 42, formats a content source for a specific device's screen and inherent 
capabilities. The layout engine 42 may include the content cutter 72, cuts all the content 
of format and content classes not appropriate for the specific device from the received 
HTML page to dynamically devises an optimal layout and navigation structure for the 
particular device 15. For example, an atomic may be a paragraph of text, a heading, a 
link to a news story, a picture, etc. Atomics may be grouped together to reveal 
relationships between them. Groups may be nested to form a complex relational 
hierarchy. These groups can be placed on cards so that customized presentation pages 
can be transmitted to a device 15. 
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Also, see Jamtgaard Fig. 18A-B and Column 17, Line 65 -» Column 18, Line 25, 
teaching the atomic state of the portion of the text item 291b is compatible with that the 
title portion item 291a so the atomic item 291b is added to the current pane, depending 
on the target device screen size capability as shows in Fig. 18A-B. 

Using the broadest reasonable interpretation, the Examiner equates the claimed 
only a summarized text portion as the content cutter 72, cuts all the content of format 
and content classes not appropriate for the specific device from the received HTML 
page to dynamically devises an optimal layout and navigation structure for the particular 
device 15. For example, an atomic may be a paragraph of text, a heading, a link to a 
news story, a picture, etc as shows in Fig. 10, 15, and 18 of Jamtgaard. 
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It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified teaching of Hill, to include a means of invoking 
said at least one operation to generate a conditioned document having only a 
summarized text portion of original text of said content as taught by Jamtgaard. One of 
ordinary skill would be motivated to combine a method for dynamically formatting a 
document based upon the capabilities and constraints of a particular output device of 
Hill with the layout engine of Jamtgaard, which includes the content cutter, cuts all the 
content of format and content classes not appropriate for the specific device from the 
received HTML page to dynamically devises an optimal layout and navigation structure 
for the particular device 15. For example, an atomic may be a paragraph of text, a 
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heading* a link to a news story, a picture, etc. Atomics may be grouped together to 
reveal relationships between them to achieve the predictable result, such as 
dynamically formatting a document based upon the capabilities and constraints of a 
particular output device (See Hill at Column 2, Lines 5-10).) 

Regarding claim 38, Hill teaches: 

wherein the received document is obtained remotely from a server 
and the invoking is implemented in a content conditioner element of the 
processing device. 

(See Hill Fig. 2 and Column 9, Lines 10-20, teaching the client renders a document 210 
obtained from a remote storage device on an output device 200 coupled to the client 
204 using a presentation component, such as a browser 206, and server 208.) 

It is noted that any citations to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the 
prior art references and any interpretation of the references should not be considered to 
be limiting in any way. A reference is relevant for all it contains and may be relied upon 
for all that it would have reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in the art. 
See, MPEP2123. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant has cancelled claims 1-18, which were affirmed by the Board of Patent 
Appeals and Interferences mailed March 22, 2007. Applicant has added new set claims 
19-38, which are pending. Thus, the Examiner introduces a new line of rejection of a 
new reference, Hill in view of Jamtgaard (see above rejections for details). This office 
action is a Non-Final Rejection in order to give the applicant sufficient opportunity to 
response to the new line of rejection. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quoc A. Tran whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8664. The examiner can normally be reached on 9AM - 5PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doug Hutton can be reached on 571-272-4137. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Quoc A. Tran 
08/04/2007 

/(Doug Mutton/ 
Supervisory Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2176 



